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At a press conference Nov. 23 in San Salvador, President Jose Napoleon Duarte accused rightwing
leader Roberto D'Aubuisson of responsibility for the 1980 assassination of Catholic Archbishop
Oscar Arnulfo Romero. Duarte said the charge was based on recent testimony to government
officials from a man who said he drove the assassin to the church where the Archbishop was killed,
and later heard the killer discuss the shooting with D'Aubuisson. At present, D'Aubuisson is a
deputy in the National Assembly for his party, the Alianza Republicana Nacionalista (Nationalist
Republican Alliance-ARENA). Duarte read portions of a statement by the witness, Antonio
Armando Garay Reyes, given before a judge. In the statement, Garay said that at the time of
assassination, March 24, 1980, he was employed as a driver for a former army captain, Alvaro
Rafael Saravia. Saravia has been residing in the United States for the past eight years. [At the time,
Romero was an outspoken critic of the wave of death squad killings and military brutality that had
terrorized the country for years. Days before his murder, the archbishop had called on soldiers not
to obey orders to kill civilians, and in February, he had called upon the Carter administration to
stop military aid to the governing junta. D'Aubuisson has long been suspected of involvement in
death squad activities, including the Romero killing, a plan to assassinate a US ambassador, and
many political assassinations. In February 1980, he and his colleagues in ARENA publicly threatened
Romero for the archbishop's criticism of military repression. D'Aubuisson has denied all such
charges.] According to Garay's testimony as stated by Duarte, when the archbishop was saying
mass, Capt. Saravia ordered Garay to drive an "unidentified bearded man" of about 25 years of age
to the church in downtown San Salvador. Upon arriving, said Garay, the gunman pulled out a rifle
and killed Romero with a single shot. Garay testified that he then drove the assassin to a meeting
with Saravia, during which the gunman told Saravia, "mission completed." Next, Garay said that
three days after the killing, he drove Saravia to a residence in San Salvador where the captain met
with Maj. Roberto D'Aubuisson and the gunman. At this meeting, Garay said he heard the captain
tell D'Aubuisson, "We did what we had planned we killed Mr. Romero." According to Duarte, the
driver testified that D'Aubuisson replied, "You shouldn't have done it yet." Duarte said the driver
testified that Saravia answered, "Since you gave the order, we did it." Duarte said that Garay, who
made the statement three days earlier, had been subjected to lie detector tests, and was able to take
investigators to all houses he testified were used by gunmen and others involved in the killing.
The president Garay was residing outside El Salvador under armed guard, since his relatives have
received death threats. The witness, he added, returned to El Salvador to testify at the government's
request. Duarte said he had fulfilled his promise to "uncover this abominable crime," and that the
rest is in the hands of the court system. Regarding Garay's claims of D'Abuisson's involvement, the
president said that his statement must be investigated and corroborated. The president also stated
that he expected three other men accused of involvement in the killing to be arrested in the US. The
timing of Duarte's announcement, according to New York Times correspondent James LeMoyne,
appeared to have been motivated by three political objectives: to eclipse the return to El Salvador
of rebel leaders Ruben Zamora and Guillermo Ungo, to show that the government can prosecute
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suspected rightist killers and, to weaken D'Aubuisson and the ARENA party as the campaign
begins for National Assembly elections. D'Aubuisson has immunity from prosecution because he
is a deputy in the National Assembly. Before he can be prosecuted, his immunity must be legally
revoked. In an interview with a local newspaper, D'Aubuisson said that the burden of proof lies with
Duarte. The president, he said, made his announcement at this time in an attempt to pull a smoke
screen over his difficulties with the political opposition, and the arrival of leftist leaders Ungo and
Zamora. He added that with the arrival of the rebel leaders, Duarte is seeking to present himself as
a saint, distancing himself from both the left and the right. Senior government officials cited by the
Times said they expected extreme rightists to begin a campaign of killings and death threats to block
any investigation and prosecution of D'Aubuisson and his rightwing associates. (Basic data from
AFP, 11/23/87; New York Times, 11/24/87)
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